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Vulnerability?
Resilience?
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Vulnerability Resilience

The idea of vulnerability/resilience applies equally
well to physical entities (people, ecosystems, coast-
lines) and to abstract concepts (social systems, eco-
nomic systems, countries). The factors that cause
the damage are known as hazards, each of which
will be associated with some level of risk, or likeli-
hood of occurring.

Why examine Vulnerability and Resilience?

Most management of environmental, social and eco-
nomic issues focuses on the present state of the sys-
tem, good practices and understanding things that
may have gone wrong in the past. These are all im-
portant steps and are part of good management. But
they are not enough. There is also a need to ensure
the future by focusing on the risk that the systems
we are managing might be damaged and by being
able to see how well our actions might work to
make sure a future we want actually arrives.

The interesting thing about vulnerability is that it
can be examined at different levels for different is-
sues and focuses on the future quality of our envi-
ronmental, social and economic systems. It can be
used to look at a single issue, or to assess a complex
entity such as a country.

Vulnerability of a country

The vulnerability of the environmental, social or
economic systems in a SIDS is the result of many
factors working together. For any one of these is-
sues, the vulnerability will need to consider three
aspects: (1) the risk of hazards, (2) the natural resil-
ience and resistance to damage (also known as in-
trinsic vulnerability), and (3) the acquired resil-
ience / vulnerability to damage.

Environmental Vulnerability of SIDS
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exposure to natural hazards. When we exami
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ability issues emerge: (1) Natural hazards (cyc
droughts); (2) Urbanisation and deforestation;
boundary issues; (4) Global Climate Change;
quired vulnerability that worsens all of the ab
sustained in the past leads to reduced resilienc
ture.

Social and Economic Vulnerability
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our vulnerabilities. We need to be able
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